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editorial
This London Play News is about the good, the

bad, and the ugly.

The good: It’s refreshing to see Professor

Tanya Byron make the link between online and

offline play. Many adults have no idea what

children and young people are up to when

playing online, and the unknown – punctuated

by occasional media panics – is part of the existing culture of

fear. For young digital citizens, ‘their online and offline worlds are

seamlessly connected’. Provided there is a good balance, they

enhance children’s life experience. Jasmine Pasch puts forward

another myth-busting argument: ‘rough and tumble’ play

deserves a ‘closer look at’, and the distinction between it and

‘bullying’ be better understood. 

The bad: Funding has run out for the campaigning group 4in10

– The End Child Poverty London Project, set up to focus on the

persistent problem of childhood poverty in the capital, the highest

in the country. London Play, part of the 4in10 coalition, will

continue to make the link between poverty and the need for play

spaces in London’s most challenging environments.

The ugly: First, they came for Triangle, and I didn't speak up

because my child wasn't using it…. How can Londoners stand by

and see a ‘green oasis’ bulldozed over? Help save Triangle

Adventure Playground, reportedly the oldest adventure play-

ground site in London. London’s adventure playgrounds are not

only amazing play spaces – they are also children’s cultural

heritage whose survival depends on you.

Dr Ute Navidi
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EEmmbbeeddddiinngg  tthhee  PPllaayy  SSttrraatteeggyy
The Department for Children, Schools

and Families (DCSF) has published the

final version of Embedding the Play
Strategy. The publication provides

guidance for local authorities, Children’s

Trust Boards and Local Strategic

Partnerships on how to fulfil their key role

in delivering the longer term aims of the

national Play Strategy. It aims to assist

local authority senior executives, strategic

planners and their partners in embedding

everyday opportunities for healthy, active

play within top-level strategies for

children, communities and spatial

planning. Download from the DCSF

website: www.publications.dcsf.gov.uk.

GGlloobbaall  ppllaayy  ccaammppaaiiggnn  
International Play Association: Promoting

the Child’s Right to Play has embarked

on a major campaign to promote the

importance of play worldwide. The first in

a series of consultation events on the

right to play, described in Article 31 of the

UN Convention on the Rights of the

Child, took place in January 2010 in

Johannesburg, South Africa; more are to

follow in Nairobi, Beirut, Sofia, Mumbai,

Bangkok, Tokyo and Mexico City. The

campaign coincides with the UN 

resolution proclaiming 2010 to be the

International Year of Youth which starts

on 12 August.

MMoorree  ccaasshh  ffoorr  ppllaayywwoorrkk  ttrraaiinniinngg  
The Children's Workforce Development

Council (CWDC) is injecting an additional

£600,000 into playworker training. The

three-year funding package intends to

support professionals to study the

playwork NVQ Level 3 or Level 3 award

in playwork for early years and childcare

workers. The Children's Plan committed

to supporting 4,000 playworkers to

achieve Level 3 qualifications by 2011. 

To date, just over 2,000 have enrolled on

courses. Deirdre Quill, director of 

integrated workforce at CWDC, said: "We

understand just how important playwork

is to the development of children, and

that is why we have so far invested more

than £2.5 million into this sector."

UUnniitteedd  WWee  SSttaanndd
At the beginning of March 2010 a powerful coalition of children

and young people's charities launched United We Stand: A
Voluntary and Community Sector Manifesto for London's
Children and Young People. The 15-strong London Child Policy

Forum includes major national charities such as Barnardo's, the

NSPCC and Save the Children plus pan-London networks such

as London Play and London Youth. Never before has such a

range of voluntary and community groups come together with

one voice to demand action from the capital's politicians.

Covering topics such as education, employment, health, sport

and criminal justice, United We Stand is an authoritative call for

collaboration. The evidence-based recommendations represent

some of the crucial practical steps necessary to make London a

better place for children and young people of today, and for our

successor generation. The United We Stand manifesto is on the

Children England website: www.childrenengland.org.uk/home/914.

Download London Play’s press release on this here: 

www.londonplay.org.uk/document.php?document_id=1503.

LLoonnddoonn  PPllaayy  nneeeeddss  yyoouu
If you believe London should be a city where all children can play,

can commit a minimum of six meetings per year and have expe-

rience to share for the benefit of the capital’s young people,

London Play wants you to be part of our team of trustees. We are

looking for people with experience in a range of fields including

playwork, campaigning and communications, finance, fundrais-

ing, project management and policy development. Nominations

are especially welcome from disabled people and members of

London's black, minority ethnic and refugee communities, who

are under-represented on the Board, and from those who are

parents. To find out more visit the ‘Jobs’ section of our website

(www.londonplay.org.uk) where you can download and complete

a short ‘Expression of interest’ form, or contact London Play’s

Chief Executive, Dr Ute Navidi, at ute@londonplay.org.uk. 

44iinn1100  ==  44  ttoooo  mmaannyy
‘Particularly severe’ is how End Child Poverty’s London project

describes the situation where four in 10 children in London live in

poverty, rising to half in Inner London. During its two-year

lifespan, 4in10 identified many inspirational practices supporting

children and families. Discover’s child participation project, for

example, led to an interactive water feature and colourful benches

within a regeneration development. The demise of 4in10, which did

much to raise awareness of child poverty in one of the world’s

richest cities, coincides with the publication of London Child

Poverty Commission’s Legacy Report (March 2010). ‘Child poverty

has a serious impact on children’s physical, mental and emotional

development’, it states, noting that only a third of London boroughs

have prioritised reducing child poverty. Yet it missed an oppor-

tunity to highlight the role of play in contributing to children’s

well-being in London’s most deprived neighbourhoods.
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PPllaayy
iinn tthhee ddiiggiittaall aaggee

VViirrttuuaall  cchhiillddhhooooddss
The enormous difficulties in having a proportionate

and balanced series of debates about children and

online engagement are that while children are

‘digital natives’ most adults are ‘digital immigrants’

(Prentzy, 2001)1. This means that there exists a

generational digital divide in terms of both under-

standing of, and engagement with, these issues.

This is compounded by a paranoid and risk averse

culture in which children are ‘raised in captivity’

(Byron, 2008)2. Our fears about the vulnerability of

children – disproportionate to the real risks and

massaged by sensationalist media reporting –

mean that the outdoor radius of play of the average

child has shrunk markedly in recent years. Streets

once full of children ‘playing out’ and on their bikes

are now silent as many anxious parents keep their

children indoors and under constant surveillance.

So, where do children ‘do’ their childhoods? They

‘do’ them online. Hanging out with your mates on

the street corner or at the park or youth club has

been replaced by virtual equivalents: social net-

working sites. Playing creative and imaginary

games in groups outdoors has now become

dominated by the Nintendo DS. The regular experi-

ence of running around and playing sports freely is

now provided by the Wii. In a culture where rough

and tumble is often labeled as ‘inappropriate

activity’ the PlayStation and Xbox provide an outlet

for adrenalin-fuelled play. Kids in captivity are

doing their communicating, their socialising, their

risk-taking and their play online and as a culture we

generally deem this as negative, unhealthy and

without benefit. We deny them developmentally

necessary outdoor play freedoms and yet frown on

their attempts at indoor play opportunities. The kids

can’t win.

OOnnlliinnee  ppllaayy::  tthhee  rriisskkss
The major concerns regarding online play are

those termed ‘opportunity costs’ (e.g. too much

screen time, too little outdoor activity etc.) and also

potential harms (e.g. the impact of adult material on

the developing mind, risk-taking behaviour that

could lead to actual harm). At a time when

childhood obesity dominates the child health

agenda, excessive time online is often cited as a

major contributor to lack of exercise and ‘healthy

outdoor’ play. In addition, time spent playing online

can be solitary and exclusive – reducing time spent

communicating with family members and others.

Conversely the MMPOGs (massive multi-player

online games) may put children in contact with

others whose intent to contact children may not lie

solely within the context of gaming. 

There have also been concerns raised about the

health risks of excessive screen based play (in

terms of eyesight, repetitive strain injury etc) and

also the impact on cognitive function in terms of

reactivity, levels of focus and concentration and

behaviour. Finally there are the concerns that link

online play with antisocial behaviour. This is an

As the number of cars on our roads increases and the amount of public playable

space recedes, many children and young people are turning to online worlds to

play. Professor Tanya Byron, Consultant Clinical Psychologist, and author of the

government commissioned Byron Review: Safer Children in a Digital World,

discusses the effects of this on their development.

Streets once full of children
‘playing out’ and on their bikes

are now silent as many
anxious parents keep their

children indoors and under
constant surveillance

“
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extremely polarised debate which has many social

and political ramifications and which has divided the

research community although most would subscribe

to a model that emphasises it is the impact of the child

on the technology that would be greatest in determin-

ing effects. Therefore a child from a background of

violence who is often exposed to violent and interac-

tive play material relates more subjectively to what

they are experiencing than a child for whom violence

is not the norm.

TThhee  bbeenneeffiittss
Online play provides many social benefits, especially

for socially excluded children or those with disabilities.

In addition, there is good evidence that children with

specific learning difficulties (e.g. dyslexia, dyscalculia)

can learn rapidly within a gaming context where the

hypertextuality of words and numbers that are

embedded in a non-linear play experience, enhances

skill acquisition. Online play can also challenge

cultural divisions as players connect globally for an

enriching play experience. Children across the globe

can meet and share creative content in a way that can

enrich our global society through increases in under-

standing and the formation of friendships and

tolerance across cultures.

While there are expressed concerns about the

cognitive impacts of online play, it can also be argued

that the new media multi-platform generation is devel-

oping new skills of attention and reaction, increased

processing speeds and dynamically creative thinking

styles. It is also being argued that apparently negative

or ‘inappropriate’ content may create positive opportu-

nities for learning. Children may develop strategies for

coping with ‘inappropriate’ material and it can be a

source of information and contribute to the process of

actively developing their own values and beliefs and

increasing personal resilience. Finally, online play

does preserve those traditional aspects of play that

are so valued: communication, turn-taking, creative

sharing of ideas, team communication – albeit in a

virtual context.

DDiiggiittaall  cciittiizzeennss
Technology is a part of children’s lives. Their

online and offline worlds are seamlessly

connected in the way that ours – their parents –

are not. Within a risk averse culture, children and

young people turn to online and digital spaces to

play, learn, create, communicate, socialise and

take risks. The digital generational divide means

that there is a greater suspicion/ paranoia about

the value of digital play - mostly based on myth

and fear rather than a strong evidence base. The

benefits and costs of online/ digital worlds are

highly correlated and children and young people

– our future digital citizens who will live and work

within digital societies and digital economies –

need to be supported in their virtual play. Not

only is such play enjoyable and part of youth

culture but also enables the development of their

necessary digital life skills.

Online play should not replace offline play in the

same way that junk food should not replace a

healthy diet. Excessive screen based play should

not supersede physical real world play. Face-to-

face play and communication must live alongside

the massive global play opportunities available to

our young. Play in all its forms, if experienced in

a varied and balanced way, can only enhance the

development of our children and give them the

skills they will need to survive and flourish in our

global worlds – both on and offline. �

Play in all its forms, if experienced
in a varied and balanced 

way, can only enhance the 
development of our children“

1 M Prensky (October 2001) Digital Natives, Digital Immigrants from On the Horizon, MCB University Press, Vol. 9 No. 5
2 T Byron (2008) Byron Review: Safer Children in a Digital World, Department for Children, Schools and Families, and the

Department for Culture, Media and Sport. Download here: www.dcsf.gov.uk/byronreview 
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1100  ggoooodd  rreeaassoonnss  ffoorr  iinncclluuddiinngg  
rroouugghh  aanndd  ttuummbbllee  ppllaayy  iinn  tthhee  lliivveess  
ooff  yyoouunngg  cchhiillddrreenn

1. On an immediate level it helps children to

become physically strong, and develop motor skill

and mastery, as well as providing aerobic

exercise. They work very hard at it and get puffed.

2. It teaches the rules of social behaviour, and

where youngsters fit into the hierarchy.

3. It helps form social bonds and friendships.

4. It helps children to learn limits, what is right or

wrong, and what is acceptable behaviour, for

example if something is too rough, or too hard,

and helps them learn to resolve conflict.

5. It helps prepare for the unexpected, and 

for flexible, adaptable thinking through 

continuous improvisation.

6. It helps children to regulate emotions and 

read social cues. They will reach an emotional

edge, run to an adult in tears and soon be back 

for more!

7. Through taking risks children learn about

success, which raises self-esteem and pride in

achievement. Failure teaches how to do things

differently next time.

8. At a sensory and motor level it brings together

the tactile, vestibular and proprioceptive senses,

together with whole body movement. These are

the hidden senses of touch, balance, and the

dynamics and mechanics of movement, pushing

and pulling. This is a sensory feast, a ‘neuro tonic’

SStteeppss  ttoo  RReessppeecctt
Research suggests that adults tend to confuse

aggression and play fighting in children. In order

to intervene effectively in bullying, and support

play activities, adults need to be able to discrimi-

nate one from the other. 

Here are some guidelines taken from the

Committee for Children website (www.cfchildren.

org), Steps to Respect:

� Positive and neutral facial expressions 

are more typical of rough and tumble 

play, while negative facial expressions

characterise aggression.

� Children are free to choose to participate

in rough and tumble play, but they are

often forced or challenged to participate 

in aggression.

� Children tend not to use full force in rough

and tumble play, whereas full force is seen

in aggression.

� Children are more likely to alternate roles,

for example chaser and chased, in rough

and tumble play, whereas aggression

generally involves unilateral roles.

� Children tend to stay together after a bout

of play fighting, while they often separate

following aggression.

So what might the benefits be? The experience

seems to serve multiple developmental needs,

which I shall now describe. 

Children love nothing more than to charge around screaming, wrestling and play

fighting. From an adult’s perspective their behaviour may seem rough and 

aggressive, but to the young people themselves it is almost always harmless fun.

Here Jasmine Pasch, freelance movement practitioner and consultant, explores

the reasons why children are driven to indulge in rough and tumble play. 

rroouugghh&& ttuummbbllee
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that may have anti-stress, health promoting effects

according to Jaak Panksepp1. 

9. It supports brain maturation in the frontal lobe.

The work of Panksepp suggests that there is a con-

nection between rough and tumble play and

Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder. Play

regulates impulsivity and helps self control to

develop, and so more of it, not less, is indicated to

help such children. Could it be that they are driven

to seek out what they need to develop fully? I can

think of examples of such children who are regulars

in my sessions.

10. It is a source of joy, fun and laughter. This

supports brain growth, secure attachment and the

development of empathy.

We perhaps need to have a closer look at rough and

tumble play, and make opportunities for it at home

and at school, particularly with the longer school days

as it might get missed out and some important devel-

opmental work not done.

KKeeeeppiinngg  ssaaffee  
Of course, we need to set some clear boundaries to

keep children safe and not hurt anyone else. In my

view, keeping youngsters safe is not about stopping

them from enjoying rough and tumble play. It is just

the opposite, given the benefits described above. We

may need to step in and sort out conflict, be clear

about the rules and behavioural issues, and

encourage children to share in developing, applying

and negotiating these rules. 

At the school where I am working with children on the

autistic spectrum we have devised a series of playful

physical encounters which we have called ‘Gentle

Giants’. Persistence, strategy, tactics learned through

observation of one another, fair play, winning and

losing are all part of the game which is thoroughly

enjoyed and the movement is beautiful to watch. �

Rough and tumble play may be a universal human experience which children and adults share.

Here are some words for it from other cultures around the world: 

Capering (Scotland) Gen baba shuai jido (Mandarin Chinese) Ramping (Caribbean)

Los juegos bruscos (Spanish) Siyatatazela (Zulu) Hancurozni (Hungarian)

Rollenbollen (Flemish)  Rough housing, Play fighting and Romping (UK)

1 J Panksepp (1998) Rough and tumble play: the brain sources of joy, Affective Neuroscience, Human and

animal emotions, Oxford University Press: New York 

2 T Gill (2007) No Fear: Growing Up in a Risk Averse Society, Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation

Tim Gill suggests that play

fighting helps children to 

understand the norms and 

conventions that shape much 

of social activity. 

He calls it ‘an everyday morality’:

“It is crucial, though not always easy, to

distinguish between - on the one hand -

play fighting and other low-level skirmishes

amongst children, or between children and

adults and - on the other - more serious

thoughtless or deliberate antisocial acts.

The former are, like minor accidents,

formative childhood experiences; they do

not presage a life of crime or antisocial

behaviour. They help children to under-

stand the norms and conventions that

shape much of social activity. 

This system of rules, which could be called

an everyday morality, comes into play

when deciding, amongst other things:

whether or not to help someone we do not

know; how to respond to a joke at our

expense; when to stand up for ourselves

and argue with someone we disagree with,

and when it is better to back off; how to

deal with the abuse of power; how far

loyalty can justify actions that might harm

those outside our circle; how to respond to,

and where appropriate resist, peer

pressure; whom we can trust and how far

we can trust them. 

Mastering everyday codes of behaviour is

no mean feat.”2.



More than one play manager has raised the issue

of why London Play has agreed with Play England

in their endorsement of a free play model that

means there are no fences around many of

London’s new play sites. They have expressed

fears on behalf of young people with autism and

learning difficulties, the very many children and

young people with anxiety about dogs, and those

from certain religious communities who view

contact with dogs as unclean. Their concern is that

some of these children cannot be kept safe, and

that others may just not access the play areas.

Natural play projects encourage children to play in

natural space, and nature does not have fences,

so what are fences for? At least 20 years ago it

was decided by the National Audit Office that

council play areas would only be counted if they

had a fence around them, in response to concerns

about the danger of Toxocariasis - infection from

dog poo. Inevitably, from then on all public play

areas had fences. The trade union for council

staff, Unison, has the best information on the

danger of Toxocariasis infection - see their

website: www.unison.org.uk/acrobat/8430.pdf.

The website explains how the infectious agent is

harmless when freshly deposited, only becoming

dangerous when it enters the soil after at least two

weeks, but is then dangerous in the soil for two

years. This means that open space that is

regularly cleaned, and has been for the last two

years is safe, even if dog poo is deposited from

time to time.

We cannot assist those who are scared or

revolted by dogs, as dogs are present in public

spaces. The onus for change rests on the dog

owners, and measures that ensure they respect

the rights of others. London Play backs recent

calls for the mandatory introduction of third party

liability insurance to be taken out by dog-owners,

and the automatic removal of those dogs without

it. This could easily differentiate the elderly lap-

dog from the young pit-bull, and make ownership

of fighting dogs very expensive.

Fencing absorbs scarce funds that could be better

spent on play equipment, and London Play has

argued for the importance of natural play being

available all over the park, not just in one area, as it

reduces bullying and allows different groups to

coexist peacefully. Making the whole park into

playable space can also improve the general atmos-

phere of the park, and allow best use to be made of

existing natural features for play. It would be entirely

impractical and wasteful to fence them all in. 

The answer is as many layered as an onion. Parks

managers have enlightened me to the vital role

responsible dog walkers play, they are regular, know

each other, communicate and report wrong-doing,

they are active citizens. They deserve their own

space in the park, fenced in, to allow their dogs to run,

off the lead. It spares the rest of the park users from

having to put up with them. Families with children

deserve a dog-free space where they can picnic and

play on the grass, climb trees and play hide and seek

in the bushes, free in the knowledge that it is clean as

dogs are banned. In some parks this may be best

achieved by enlarging the fenced area already con-

taining play equipment. Parents and carers of

toddlers and the small proportion (under 5%?) of

disabled children who may run off at random also

deserve some fenced play area, so that they can

relax and take their eyes off their charges for a

moment. Just don’t fence us all in! �
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DDoonn’’tt  ffeennccee  uuss  iinn......
London Play’s Play Development Team Manager Alan Sutton argues that fences

are a barrier to free natural play. So why do we need them?
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SShhaappiinngg  oouurr  ppllaayy  ffuuttuurreess  
As we move into the final year of the play

pathfinder and playbuilder programmes,

we need to focus our attention on what will

happen after 2011. Similar to last year, the

coming months will see the opening of

hundreds of new play spaces for children

and young people across London.

Although this is an exciting time, there is

still the concern that the funding to maintain

these spaces will be sacrificed to spending

cuts. One way of averting this outcome is

to continue to embed play into other

services, and thereby open play to other

funding streams. 

We are already beginning to see positive

outcomes from many initiatives which aim

to embed play into key services that impact

on children. In this edition we look at the

‘Healthy Towns’ initiative, which enables

the London borough, Tower Hamlets, to

use funding from the health sector to

extend play opportunities for young people.

Also featured is an article from Jacqueline

Skinner, Extended Services Manager for

Bexley Council, on the borough’s Play

Shaper seminar. This article emphasises

how the programme has improved the

borough’s Play Partnership and ability to

embed play into other key strategies that

affect children’s play.

It is important that every local authority starts

thinking now about how play will fit into their

plans post 2011. By participating in the Play

Shaper programme, local authorities will learn

how to weave play into local strategies that

affect children. This will help to push for more

joint initiatives, like ‘Healthy Towns’, that will be

increasingly important when the play pathfind-

er and playbuilder programmes come to an

end. Now is the time that local authorities take

stock and start to shape the play futures for

London’s children and young people. 

Angelique Brorsson

Acting Regional Programme Manager

Play England – London

BBeexxlleeyy--  ffiirrsstt  PPllaayy  SShhaappeerr  iinn  ccaappiittaall  
Bexley is the first local authority in the capital

to take part in Play Shaper, a national profes-

sional development programme being

delivered by Play England in partnership

with Playwork Partnerships and SkillsActive.

Jacqueline Skinner, Extended Services

Manager, reports on how Play Shaper

worked in Bexley.

This edition’s Play England section includes the first Play Shaper

seminar; a report on how health funding is being used to extend play 

opportunities in Tower Hamlets; and Playday 2010.
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London
TThhee  oouuttccoommeess
As a result of the seminar, our play partner-

ship has been hugely strengthened. The local

authority as a whole has taken ownership of

the Play Strategy; it is no longer seen as

belonging strictly to children’s services.

Representatives from other departments in

the council who regularly attend our partner-

ship meetings are now better informed about

the play agenda and feel more involved.

Those who previously did not attend these

meetings are now coming along because they

understand how their work links in with the

play sector. The most crucial outcome from

the day was the pledges we made together

during the seminar which are now included in

our play strategy. More importantly, we are

beginning to see the pledges – particularly

those around consulting with children –

appearing in other key strategies that affect

young people. Now when the planning or

parks department comes up with an idea for a

new play space or facility, they will first think of

how these decisions impact on the play oppor-

tunities of Bexley’s children and young people. 

A new website and film about Play Shaper

will help local authorities and their strategic

partners understand their role in creating child-

friendly communities. www.playshaper.org.uk

provides information and resources for those

planning, designing, building and managing our

towns and cities, and includes a short film

exploring the importance of play in children’s

lives and how supporting it can help achieve

targets in areas such as health, crime reduction

and sustainability. The site also provides infor-

mation for local authorities on hosting a Play

Shaper seminar, showing how the event can

bring about achievable changes that benefit

local children. w
w
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TThhee  ppllaannnniinngg
Our aim from the start was to attract a

diverse range of professionals from all

services which impact on children’s play

opportunities such as planners, the police

and the voluntary sector to name a few, to

attend our Play Shaper seminar. We felt

some areas, such as transport in particu-

lar, needed to be approached, as play has

never featured in any of their strategies.

The Director of Children’s Services

contacted departmental heads personally

and emphasised the importance of raising

awareness of children’s play throughout

their services. This approach was suc-

cessful and we managed to attract 25 top

leaders from all of the key service areas to

participate in the seminar. 

TThhee  sseemmiinnaarr
The day was divided into two parts. The

morning session focused on getting partic-

ipants to think about what play means for

them, evoking their own childhood

memories of play as an exercise. The

afternoon session led participants to make

some solid pledges to take forward such as

short-term, medium-term and long-term

goals. Our key aim was to get the profes-

sionals to make links between their own

memories of play and how their work

affects play today. For example, represen-

tatives from the parks and open spaces

department saw the benefit of creating play

spaces without fences after they had put

themselves in the position of the playing

child. Through these exercises, partici-

pants were able to think in a more holistic

way about how every decision they make

affects the potential for children and young

people to play freely. 
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TToowweerr  HHaammlleettss::  HHeeaalltthhyy  PPllaayy,,
HHeeaalltthhyy  LLiivveess
Healthy Weight, Healthy Lives: A Cross-
Government Strategy for England published

in 2008, was the first step in a sustained

programme to combat obesity. Through

strategic planning, Tower Hamlets stream-

lined initiatives and has used this funding to

extend the play opportunities of the borough’s

children and young people. Eleanor Image

from Play Association Tower Hamlets (PATH)

explains how this was accomplished.

In 2008, PATH were commissioned by NHS

Tower Hamlets through the Healthy Weight,
Healthy Lives programme, to provide outdoor

play sessions throughout the year on housing

estates and green spaces. The project’s aim

was to promote physical activity through play.

For funding purposes, the project was known

as Active play. PATH promptly re-named it

Playing Out. While we agree that children

playing outside, will undoubtedly involve

some type of ‘physical activity’ and engage-

ment in active play, PATH continues to

promote play for play’s sake, with the belief

that ALL children and young people simply

need to play. Through our key involvement in

the play pathfinder programme, in particular

the development of the year two play spaces,

we have delivered many of our ‘playing out’

sessions on, or near, the selected areas to

encourage children and local communities to

use them. 

In 2009, Tower Hamlets became one of nine

‘Healthy Towns’ in England (the only London

borough to be selected). A joint bid from PATH

and Tower Hamlets Extended Services

secured funding for two Community Play Co-

ordinators, sharing their time between PATH

and the local authority. A key part of the co-

ordinators’ remit is to work closely with schools

to improve the play offer through play audits,

advice, ideas on creating more playful ‘play’

grounds and to work with PATH to train lunch-

time supervisors. In addition, they will work with

schools and parents to increase children’s

Playing Out in Tower Hamlets
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access to adventure playgrounds, local play

projects and to the 28 new play spaces being

developed through the play pathfinder. PATH

also secured funding through this programme

to continue the weekly inclusive play sessions

at Mile End Park. 

The playful threads are starting to weave

together, firstly through the local play

strategy, followed through by the health

agenda and continuing further still with the

play pathfinder programme. Recently it

seems everyone is talking about play!

Integrating play with the health agenda has

been fantastic and even more amazing was

the fact that the work has been funded for

three and half years, which is virtually

unheard of in the voluntary sector. We will

continue working with everyone whose role

has an impact on children’s play from social

landlords, the local police, schools and

many more. With pathfinder funding coming

to an end in 2011, we hope the interest in

play will continue and no matter what,

PATH will continue to infiltrate everywhere

with playfulness as long as we are here.   

Visit PATH’s website here: 

www.playtowerhamlets.org.uk. 

PPeeooppllee  MMaakkee  PPllaayy  
The best opportunities to play are shaped

by people, according to a new report com-

missioned by Play England from Demos.

People Make Play: the impact of staffed
play provision on children, families and
communities shows how staffed play

services, often run by the voluntary sector,

are an increasingly vital element in the

multi-agency approach to improving

outcomes for children, families and communi-

ties and are also thought to be more cost-

effective than established statutory services.

The report urges local authorities, commis-

sioners and managers to unlock revenue

resources to enable the maintenance and

growth of staffed play provision where it is

most needed. The report is available to

download for free from the Play England

website: www.playengland.org.uk. Printed

copies are also available from NCB publishing:

www.ncb.org.uk/books. 

OOuurr  ppllaaccee  --  PPllaayyddaayy  22001100  
Playday 2010 is on Wednesday, 4 August. The

campaign theme this year is Our place. The

campaign is putting children at the heart of our

communities, and asking everyone, young

and old, to help create better places for all of

us to live and play. The Playday 2010 promo-

tional postcard is now available! You can use

the postcard to promote Playday in your local

area, give potential partners, supporters and

sponsors more information, and get everyone

in your community involved. Download the

postcard and order printed copies on the

Playday website: www.playday.org.uk. The

2010 Get organised! guide is also now

available on the website.

NNeeww  RReeggiioonnaall  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt  OOffffiicceerr  
Play England - London region welcomes new

Regional Development Officer, Adrian Calvo-

Valderrama. Adrian has been working for Play

England since October 2008 as Performance

Monitoring Officer. He now joins the regions

and will be sharing his time between the

London and the South East regions. 
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The manipulation 
of modern childhood
For the past two years London Play’s Street Play team has been busy serving up

street parties to the capital’s children and young people. As the project moves into

its final year London Play Street Play Co-ordinator Paul Hocker thought he had

become inured to the barriers to outdoor play but he hadn’t counted on encoun-

tering a new invisible menace.

At the start of the Street Play project we soon iden-

tified encroaching traffic and paedophile paranoia

as the main reason children are kept behind doors.

But now there’s a new kid on the block to join the

other obstacles children face in playing out. But this

one is lurking in cyberspace. This one uses

material incentives to keep children indoors and is

intent on interfering with children’s friendships,

intimate conversations and ultimately, their minds. 

In what could be an early draft of a Doctor Who

plot, youth market research specialists Dubit are

offering goodies to children in exchange for their

time as online product advocates. Dubit are not

interested in the old fashioned notion of children

playing out, in fact Dubit delight in the fact that ‘93%

of young people are now hanging out on-line for

nearly four hours a day’ according to their website.

Dubit was in the news recently with their youth

targeted Insider website, a market research tool

that the Daily Mail described as having ‘a ring of

evil genius about it.’

The website recruits children to promote products

through social network sites (presumably during

the four hours a day they spend in front of a

computer). The children are set ‘missions’ that if

successful earn them points which can then be

cashed in for rewards (often the products they’ve

been busy promoting). The Observer reprinted

Dubit’s advice it gives to new recruits; ‘Look for

natural opportunities to drop [the product] into the

conversation’. 

The media’s overwhelming view of Dubit’s website

is that it will have a sinister grasp on young people’s

minds. Dubit’s own website offers little to counter

this view, publishing statements such as, ‘We are

passionate about understanding more about the

underlying psychology of a young person.’

However, not everyone finds Dubit’s methods a

cause for concern. One parent writing on an

online forum enthusiastically posted: ‘if you have

got children... then join them up. There is nothing

to lose and lots to gain!’ The post ended with a

caution: ‘The only down side is that if your

children join a team they must produce evidence

of their reviews or they may be asked to return

the product.’

Among the response Research magazine

received in response to their coverage of the

Dubit story was an online posting from a young

reader. ‘Where in this have I been exploited?’ she

asked, ‘I've got money to show for it […] and what

for? A few hours spent on Facebook promoting

things, which I would've otherwise spent talking /

playing games.’

She has a point. Is this any different from supple-

menting my childhood pocket money by collect-

ing empty lemonade bottles for the local

newsagent? Or, in terms of serving corporate

promotion, wearing branded t-shirts that in effect

render the wearer a roving billboard?

What makes Dubit’s methods different is the level

of intrusion into young lives. The manipulation of

young people’s private conversations is surely a

step too far. Modern childhood, like a coral reef or

an endangered tiger, needs constant protection

to fend off poachers. Dubit’s activities should

have caused greater public concern, perhaps

triggered an enquiry or even new legislation.

Instead Dubit continue on unimpeded. 

Meanwhile modern childhood becomes inex-

orably detached from the simple pleasure of

playing out with friends, oblivious to all the

products we are told we need. �
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The importance of children’s play was given greater

recognition at the end of 2008 when the government

launched its first national Play Strategy for England.

Backed by £235 million of dedicated investment to

improve play spaces, the strategy aims to create safe

and welcoming places for children to play in residen-

tial areas across the country.

As opportunities to play have reduced over recent

years, childhood obesity and other health problems

associated with less active lifestyles have risen signif-

icantly. NHS London recently reported that one in five

of London’s 10-11-year-olds is obese.1 Giving children

the opportunity to be physically active through outdoor

play, walking and cycling helps to keep children

healthy and allows them to develop independence

and social skills.

Creating safe and exciting play facilities close to

where children live may be central to the aims of the

Play Strategy, however it also clearly recognises the

need to improve the routes children can take to reach

these facilities. The strategy calls on local authorities

to develop safe routes and access to play spaces, as

part of their programme of investment in play spaces.

The greatest obstacle to play that children have to

overcome when reaching their local play spaces is

traffic and this has to be addressed for the funding to

make a real impact to the everyday lives of children.

To help find solutions to this challenge, leading sus-

tainable transport charity Sustrans has published

Routes to Play, a guidance document which is

primarily aimed at key officers within local authorities,

such as parks managers and planners. Routes to Play
sets out how to give children safer access to parks

and green spaces by focusing on seven key areas:

1. The need for co-ordinated strategic planning

between council departments, especially children’s

services, planning and transport departments. A

consistent commitment across local transport

plans, green infrastructure strategies and play

strategies will help ensure that the development

and management of play spaces is done with due

consideration of children’s ability to reach them.

Strategic planning and service delivery should work

to an agreed definition of ‘access’ which includes

children’s actual ability to get to a given facility. 

2. Involving children and young people in creating

safer routes to help ensure their views and their

needs are taken into account. This will help to

identify the routes and modes of transport children

use and any particular barriers which need to be

addressed such as busy roads or junctions.

Drawing on the direct experience of children with

disabilities, children who are carers and children

from different cultural backgrounds in any consul-

tation will help make sure their different needs are

taken into account. 

3. Improving the walking and cycling infrastructure

on routes to play spaces, such as crossings,

dropped kerbs, lighting and signage. Clutter such as

inappropriately placed litter bins on the pavements

and cars parked half way up the pavement can

force parents with pushchairs and wheelchair users

onto the road to weave around them.  

4. Promoting and encouraging cycling in open

spaces used for play, by increasing cycle parking,

reviewing cycling restrictions and holding cycling-

related events. The traffic-free environment of a

park provides an excellent place for young children

The capital’s play pathfinders and playbuilders are in the process of creating

hundreds of exciting new play spaces. However, for these spaces to thrive children

and young people need good ‘playable routes’ to access them. Elisabeth Roberts

and Anna Simms from sustainable transport charity Sustrans illustrate how this

can be done.

Routes to play



Sustrans’ team in London is currently

working with the London Boroughs of

Richmond and Westminster to help to

plan and improve the routes available 

to children and young people to access

play near to where they live. Sustrans

has recently joined the local play part-

nerships in both boroughs, to work

with local partners on improving

opportunities for children’s play.

Sustrans is working on a network of

greenways across London which offer

the potential to link up traffic-free

routes with the play spaces being

improved through the playbuilder and

play pathfinder programme. This will

improve children and young people’s

ability to reach their local play spaces

actively and independently and add

value to the investment going into play

space improvement. 

Sustrans hope to extend this work to a

further three London boroughs in the

near future and use this approach to

raise awareness across other local

authorities in London of how routes

and access can be planned in to play

space development. 
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to learn to ride and these measures help to create a

culture of cycling as an accepted and welcome part of

children’s enjoyment of green open spaces. Organising

cycle celebrations run in conjunction with youth clubs,

holiday play schemes and play rangers can help

enthuse young people, as well as increasing their con-

fidence riding bikes and sense of independence. 

5. Reducing traffic speeds near play areas and other

places where children are likely to play by creating

20mph zones around play spaces and in residential

areas. 20mph zones should be the norm for residential

streets and for roads children cross to access play

areas. Reduced speeds and more careful driving not

only improve the ‘playability’ of the streets where

children live but increase the likelihood of their being

able to travel to nearby play spaces independently. A

review of 250 20mph schemes across the UK showed

child accidents had fallen by 67 per cent. 

6. Develop ‘playable routes’ along traffic-free paths,

especially those leading to play areas. This will extend

the play experience beyond the boundary of a play-

ground and can be achieved through artworks,

planting, landscaping or other natural features.

7. Creating local maps and information to help inform

children and young people of the play and recreational

opportunities in their area and how they might reach

them on foot and by bike. Getting children involved in

this exercise will encourage them to think about the

local places they can reach independently and to share

their knowledge of safe and interesting routes. Walking

and cycling maps can help inform and reassure parents

of routes their children can use. �
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1 Go London! An Active and Healthy London for 2012 and

Beyond, (July 2009) NHS London.

Download Routes to Play here:

www.sustrans.org.uk/routes to play. 
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focus on 
lloonnddoonn  bboorroouugghh  
ooff  rriicchhmmoonndd  
uuppoonn  tthhaammeess
This section spotlights the Year 2 group of

eight boroughs London Play is giving targeted

support to as part of a funding arrangement

with London Councils for 2008-2012.

Play news from Richmond upon Thames

includes the launch of an initiative to get

more young people into youth clubs, new

£1.1million sports facilities in Lincoln

Fields, and the results of a youth poll.

YYoouutthh  lleeiissuurree  ccaarrdd  
Richmond has launched a new initiative to get more

young people into its sports and youth clubs. Young

people in the borough aged up to 19 (25 for disabled

people) will be able to enjoy football, badminton, bas-

ketball and tennis sessions for just a £1 after

Richmond Council launched the new free youth

leisure card. In addition to the £1 sessions there is 10

per cent off the cost of all courses and classes, and

up to 50 per cent discounts on use of gym facilities. 

Cllr Liz Jaeger, Cabinet Member for Youth, Culture

and Leisure, said: “There are approximately 1,000

young people using the card at the moment, and

many more visiting local sports and youth clubs. The

new card will see them get a better deal. We also

want to increase visitor numbers, and hopefully the

discounts will be a good incentive.” 

FFiinniisshhiinngg  ttoouucchheess  ttoo  ££11..11mm  ssppoorrttss  ffaacciilliittiieess
The new £1.1million sports facilities in Lincoln Fields

are nearing completion, with year eight pupils from

Whitton School putting the finishing touches to the

new artificial pitch, by rolling out the turf. The devel-

opment has seen a new floodlight artificial sports

pitch built, which will feature turf that is suitable for

rugby sessions, as well as football and hockey. A

new grass pitch has been installed for football,

rugby and athletics. There is also a new pavilion,

complete with changing rooms and office space.

The site will be used by Whitton School for lessons

and competitions, and will be available to the public

as part of the facilities offered by Whitton Sports

and Fitness Centre. Phil Davies, Headteacher at

Whitton School, said: “The facility will transform the

way we deliver sport for our young people. It has

been four years in the planning and a great

example of how the school has worked closely with

sporting bodies, the local authority and local

community to develop a top class facility.” The

Football Foundation has provided £617,000 of

funding for the project, with Richmond Council

providing a further £490,000.

KKccaaffee  ppoollll  rreessuullttss
Kings Field Youth and Community Cafe (Kcafe)

users and supporters clocked up an astounding

4,437 votes in a recent poll to allocate £1 million on

new youth facilities in Richmond. The nearest

project trailed by nearly 1,000 votes, and all others

failed to top the 1,000 mark. Cllr Liz Jaegar

commented: “the winning projects will all be great

additions to the services we offer young people”.

Now work starts on developing the new skate park

which is scheduled for completion by Summer

2010. For updates visit: www.kcafe.org.uk. �

For more information on play In Richmond upon

Thames contact:

Ian Dodds, Head of Culture, Richmond upon

Thames Council, tel. 020 8831 6116, email

ian.dodds@richmond.gov.uk

Colin Sinclair, Head of Sport and Fitness,

Richmond upon Thames Council, tel. 8831 6140

email c.sinclair@richmond.gov.uk 
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and 
lloonnddoonn  
bboorroouugghh  
ooff  ssuuttttoonn
Play news from Sutton includes the

winner of London Play’s fifth Lifetime in

Play in London Award, a visit from

London Play’s Natural Play Invaders

mobile unit and and a campaign to get

parents playing

LLiiffeettiimmee  iinn  PPllaayy  iinn  LLoonnddoonn  AAwwaarrdd  22001100
On 25 March 2010 Lord Smith of Finsbury, on behalf

of London Play, presented the fifth Lifetime in Play in

London Award, sponsored by Sutcliffe Play, to Debbie

Lapham. Debbie has worked in the play sector for

over 25 years, and is currently Playservice Operations

Manager in the London Borough of Sutton. She was

chosen by an independent panel who were particular-

ly impressed by her work at the Lindbergh Playcentre

on the Roundshaw housing estate which is one of the

most disadvantaged communities in the country. Sutton

Councillor Tony Brett Young said: "Congratulations to

Debbie on this wonderful achievement. The importance

of her work with children in Sutton should not be under-

estimated – services like these are the backbone of our

community and I am thrilled that her dedication has

been recognised on a national level." 

NNaattuurraall  PPllaayy  IInnvvaaddeerrss
London Play’s Natural Play Invaders mobile unit paid

a visit to Tweeddale School in the London Borough

of Sutton on 15 March 2010 for a special school

playday. The Invaders unit, consisting of two fallen

trees, one with a net; one with a rope ladder and rope

swing, two wooden play tables with sand, buckets

and spades, and a small hollow log slide, arrived

there on Friday, enabling the children attending the

special needs playscheme on Saturday to enjoy it as

well. Each class took it in turns to play in the area

where the unit was placed, and it was noticeable

how children preferred it to the big climbing frame

already there. Julie Duffy, Play Development

Manager at Sutton Centre for the Voluntary Sector,

visited and said: “It looked terrific, the children were

certainly enjoying it and the centre manager said

they had been outside most of the morning playing

on the trees; it is normally quite hard to get them

outside for long, so it certainly works”. 

PPaarreennttss  ccaann  PPllaayy  ttoooo
The London Borough of Sutton organised a week-

long play campaign at the end of March entitled

Parents can Play too. The focus of the campaign

was to promote the benefits of play, both with

parents and in the borough as a whole. The

campaign involved a number of different posters

highlighting individual elements of play that are

beneficial to either the development or the well-

being of children: Risky, Outdoors, Imaginative,

Together and Relaxing. A leaflet describing in more

detail how play can benefit children, and signpost-

ing the play services available in Sutton was also

produced. The campaign culminated on Saturday

27 March 2010 with events across the borough at a

combination of the new playbuilder sites (tying in

with the playbuilder opening events), children’s

centres and play centres. �

For more information on play in Sutton contact:

Scott Funnell, Extended Services and Early

Years Children, Young People and Learning

Services, Sutton Council, tel: 020 8409 7427 email

scott.funnell@sutton.gov.uk

Julie Duffy, Play Development Manager, Sutton

Centre for the Voluntary Sector, tel. 020 8644

2867 email julie@suttoncvs.org.uk
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In each edition of London Play News we spotlight PAN, which is a London 

network of play associations and play networks. Here we focus on the work of

Islington Play Association. 

PPAANN PAGE
AAcccceessss  ttoo  NNaattuurree
The Islington Play Association (IPA) has forged a

partnership with Islington Council, the London

Wildlife Trust and London Play to create mini-nature

reserves on a dozen local adventure playgrounds.

Add to this an investment of over £150,000

(£123,000 from the Access to Nature Big Lottery

Programme run by Natural England) and it all starts

to look rather exciting. Children will be creating

small ponds and pond dipping, building hides and

staying up late to see urban foxes and their cubs

forage for food. Anita Grant, IPA’s Director, said:

“This is an all-year round experience: making

nesting boxes in spring, daisy chains in summer,

picking blackberries in the autumn and making ice

mobiles in the winter”. Felled tree trunks will provide

supplies of bugs for curious children. There will be

a lot of planting and these playgrounds will be

transformed for generations to come.  

TTrreeeehhoouusseess  ffoorr  IIsslliinnggttoonn
Treehouses for Islington, a three-year project

launched by IPA in March 2009, will shortly be

entering its second year. The project, funded by the

Big Lottery Fund Playful Ideas programme, involves

creating treehouses, camps and dens at 24 sites

across Islington. The idea for the project came from

a trip by IPA’s Max Mueller in 2007 to Kulturinsel

Einsiedel, a theme park in southern Germany which

uses natural materials to build treehouses. Dens,

camps and treehouses have been built at nine

different sites around Islington – from local adventure

playgrounds to community centres and open spaces.

Nearly 400 children have had a go, many of them

using real hammers, nails, saws and crowbars for

the first time. In the second year, playground staff

and children will be moving from the ‘ground floor’ to

the first lower-level constructs in real (felled and re-

installed) trees, taking advantage of the confidence

and skills they have gained over the last 11 months.

NNeeww  aaddvveennttuurree  ppllaayyggrroouunndd
IPA has been commissioned to construct the new

adventure playground at the Waterside Play and

Youth Project near Angel, Islington. The project is

financed by ‘section 106’ funds from the redevelop-

ment of the surrounding Packington Estate, as well

as playbuilder funding. Construction will take place

throughout the spring and early summer, with the

official opening expected to coincide with the

beginning of the summer playscheme. The play-

ground will closely follow the latest thinking in play

space design, and pioneer many unique features

such as treehouses, an underground tunnel and

earth hut network, an ‘alpine brook’ leading to a

terraced sand pit, a stone circle bonfire area as well

as a performance stage. 

CClliicckk,,  PPllaayy,,  RRuunn
Islington’s children had a chance to represent their

playgrounds and their play to a wider audience at an

IPA exhibition at Islington Town Hall on 16 March

2010. Through IPA’s Big Lottery-funded Play

Improvement Project, delivered in partnership with

Islington Council, the young people were given the

opportunity to take photographs at all 12 adventure

playgrounds in the borough. The cameras, provided

by IPA, captured the humour, beauty, strangeness

and daring of play through children’s eyes. �

For more information on IPA visit 

www.islingtonplay.org.uk or call 020 7607 9637.Children playing in a den in Barnard Park Adventure Playground.
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Playwork London is an independent non-profit

making Community Interest Company that has

developed from the former London Centre for

Playwork Education and Training. Our mission is to

improve the quality of play opportunities for children

through the development and promotion of high

quality play and playwork education, training,

research and consultancy. 

The Playwork London website has undergone a

radical overhaul and has been slimmed down to be a

more accessible site (we hope!). 

To visit the site and find out for yourself please go to

www.playworklondon.org.uk. 

AAddvvaannccee  nnoottiiccee
Playwork Professional Development Seminar

The next seminar is to be held on Thursday, 6 May

from 10am to 1pm at the Islington Training Network

near to Highbury Corner tube. Bob Hughes has

agreed to be the facilitator at the seminar and more

information will be available soon. The seminars are

targeted at anyone with an interest in children’s play

- playworkers, play service managers, play develop-

ment workers, playwork trainers, and anyone

involved in developing or designing spaces for

children’s play.

Are we nearly there yet..? 

Playwork London Conference 

The working title for Playwork London’s launch and

conference to be held on June 23 2010 at the

National Council for Voluntary Organisation’s confer-

ence suite near King’s Cross. The theme will be

developed by a diverse range of speakers and facili-

tators with plenty of opportunity for lively debate and

exploration throughout the day. All welcome!

John Fitzpatrick

Development Manager, Playwork London. 

To contact Playwork London tel. 07931 459 281 or

email playworklondon@aol.com

ppllaayy  sseeccttoorr
eevveennttss

�� SSppiirriitt  ooff  aaddvveennttuurree  ppllaayy
5-6 May 2010 The annual Play Wales confer-

ence in Cardiff is a lively, relaxed and challeng-

ing conference for adventure playground

workers and playworkers who believe in the

ethos of adventure playgrounds. 

www.playwales.org.uk

�� NNaattiioonnaall  FFaammiillyy  WWeeeekk
31 May-6 June 2010 Includes family picnics, a

film day encouraging families to watch a film

together, Family Week Story Time to encourage

families to share a story, anytime, any place,

anyhow and family sports days across the

country. www.nationalfamilyweek.co.uk

�� 2255tthh  IICCCCPP  wwoorrlldd  ppllaayy  ccoonnffeerreennccee
17-19 June 2010 The conference aims include

contributing to the development of new goals for

the future of children's play based on scientific

discussion; stimulating scientific discussion on

the evolution of children's play; and preventing

the decline of children's play. www.iccp-play.org

�� PPllaayyffaaiirr
22-23 June 2010 Trade exhibition aimed at the

outdoor children's play and safety surfacing

industry. Features playground equipment and

services exhibition, and seminars and briefings.

www.playfairuk.com

�� IIPPAA  SSppeecciiaall  GGeenneerraall  MMeeeettiinngg
30 September 2010 The International Play

Association's special general meeting will be

held during IPA Sweden's conference in

Karlstad, Sweden. www.ipaworld.org

�� LLoonnddoonn  PPllaayy  AAGGMM  &&  sseemmiinnaarr
25 November 2010 Keep the date free in your

diary for London Play’s 2010 annual general

meeting and thought-provoking seminar.

Further details to follow in the next issue of

London Play News and London Play’s monthly

enews bulletin. www.londonplay.org.uk



wwwwww..lloonnddoonnppllaayy..oorrgg..uukk

yyoouurrsshhoouutt
PPllaayyggrroouunnddss  ‘‘aavvaaiillaabbllee’’??
Jim Clancey, Chair of the
Management Committee of the
Triangle Adventure Playground
Association, on the playground’s 
battle to resist closure.

We’ll be reading shortly about an

exciting new play project in Lambeth.

The Building Schools for the Future

(BSF) development at Archbishop

Tenison’s Church of England School

for Boys, they’ll say, is to include an

innovative new community play

opportunity. When the school isn’t

using it, local kids will be allowed on

the playground. It’s a fig-leaf, of

course. Behind it the London

Borough of Lambeth is hoping to

excuse the fact that the historic

Triangle Adventure Playground, next

door to the school and the oldest

Adventure Playground (APG) site in

London, is to be bulldozed and lost to

the community it has served for over

half a century.

Routine regret has been expressed.

After all, Lambeth has trumpeted its

play pathfinder status and likes to

boast its APG provision. Unfortunately,

however, the council’s enthusiasm

doesn’t stretch to honouring its play

strategy’s commitment to maintaining

its APGs at current levels.

The situation is somewhat embar-

rassing for the Department for

Children, Schools and Families too,

for it is their BSF project that

Lambeth claims can’t possibly

proceed unless the school annexes

the Triangle. This is nonsense. The

Triangle is small, only twice the size

of the area the school currently

reserves for its car park. Are they

really saying that if the Triangle

wasn’t there (they use the word

‘available’) the development would

fail? If we were a churchyard they’d

certainly manage without.

We’re resisting, though, and to save

face Lambeth has belatedly com-

missioned ‘an independent assess-

ment of the play needs of the Oval

area’. Independent? Freedom of

Information requests reveal that a

senior BSF officer drafted the brief.

There was no external consulta-

tion, no recruitment process for the

assessor. Hand-picked, he was

given the job because he’d worked

for them before and because

‘internal discussion indicated that

he has the relevant experience’.

Unsurprisingly, it turns out that that

experience is in sport provision for

schools, not play.

We’re fighting, but if we lose, the

loss of our green oasis will be

presented by the council as a great

opportunity for our community’s

kids. Lambeth APGs beware.

Seems we’re still regarded as land

bank, ‘available’ whenever required.

Sign the Save the Triangle petition

here: www.ipetitions.com/petition/

triangleapg. There is a full account

at: www.fairplayforchildren.org. �


